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31 May i 9$6 


£x: 


For whatever It aagr bo worth* I would like to pass along a 
few observations on a situation in which I had scon port in 1935 - 1939 
which nay have sons rasomblanoo to a situation which is developing 
currently* 

In 1936-37-38# a number of Americans (of whoa I was one), 
were allowed to see, first hand* a considerable part of the Cornea 
elr re-araaasnt prograa. As Editor of "Aviation* Nagasina of McGraw-Hill 
Publishing Company, I aads two tfips to Germany, - the first in November 
1936 and the second la Movaaber 1938. On thoss occasions, under the 
auspices of the Air Ministry and the 091* I sea shown through a number of 
German airplane and angles factories and also aoas of the alleged "latest" 
work in aeronautical research laboratories, these visits were rather 
widely reported in the Aaeriean aeronautical and popular press. (See 
"Aviation" -nagasina issues of December 1936j Jan-Feb 1937 | also issues 
of Hov-Dec, 1938 | Jen-Fab 1939 j Saturday Evening Post, 19 Feb 1939, 

"Hitler Wasn’t Bluffing"} Christian Science Monitor* Readers Digest end 
a number of newspapers and taagasinss of the period* On ray return in 
both instances* I wss intensively "de-briefed" by tha top-aids officers 
of the Bureau of Aeronautics, tht (then) Air Corps and the MAC A. Many 
others* - of whioh the most fa* ous was Charles Lindbergh* were also shown 
the nmm things and also reported the* widely* 

there was wide speculation at the tl*e as to wfcgr the Germans 

were showing their wares so obviously, the comonest assumption was that 
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Itay were «o far ahead ef the rest of the world that th«y wwre in « 
portion to boast of It openly - "to load from strength*. 

Roe «at events hart sonvinced a» that such was not tha 
primary reason* These disclosures now appear to hero boon an 
■Operation Red Herring*, to cover the really important research and 
development that waa then going on in the field of Jet enginee and 
guidad missiles. 

IToa the pipers and ths discussions that wars presented in 
the recent ACAHD Symposium on Guided Missiles in Munich and if such 
recently released books ee Dornberger»s *Y-2«, etc,, it it amply clear 
to the intelligence community that great progross was being asds in 
many of Mies* areas during the seas period , 1936 - 1939. 

I shall not belabor the point. Tour research departments 
can easily turn up chapter and verse if necessary. 

those of us who were Shown only the developments in 
conventional aircraft eras back to spread the sord in the hops, 

(I now think), of diverting our wain counter-effort into conventional 
aircraft channels* IS, the U.S., sere slow in getting around to it, 
but that ia Just what happened. Fortunately, the German jet and 
guided missile programs bogged down, pertly due to their own stupidity, 
and eventually won the sir war by simply overwhelming them by a vast 
production of those sans conventional planes and engines, - but for 
a while it waa touch-and-go. ®>e margin was a narrow one. Had the 
Mo-162 and 163 's, (and even the T-l’s and V-2**) become operational 
six months earlier, ww might have had a very rough time of it, - and 
largely because of the "Rad Herring" tactic , we had no counter-weapona 

at all. In sight - or oven in aindf (Perhaps not quite literally) - 
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but certainly none were even approaching operational atatua by ttas and 
of the war. 

How, the point I want to staks la this - 

Can it be that a parallel situation is developing today 
rot Soviet air darelepaantY Isn't it possible that the new attitude 
of the Russians - Jet transports in London, and "cone see our air show", 
is a diversionary tactic designed to lead us down the wrong road in our 
research and development planning? It seeas to ns quite possible that 
they are teapermentally and scientifically capable of taking some long 
and radically new step forward behind the screen ef alleged "disclosures* 
in the wore or less conventional areas. 

Thie certainly cannot be a new or original idea, but the 
possible parallelism with the neaxly-suecessfol German tactic of the 
late 1930's seemed to se to be wortfgr of mention. 


(Signed) 

S. Paul Johnston 
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